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sttestion:  Dr. Courtland Perkims . o ,
Dear Nr. Packins: - - | o o , : |
Bob Duchhoim has asked me to send you & brief stastoment on reconnaissance
satellites. Because this is one of my favorite sudjects, I have had
‘great diffieculty in keopin: it btrief., It is my understanding that you
nave DAND 3-72, hence my reforence to te : !

Ctler sensors Sesliins photossarhy (or "i'.’) are possible. ixcept f}or‘ their
possible role i Lhe warning preblen, which I regurd as closer to MORAD

- » than tc Inteliicence, the major scusor will ne photogrephy (or ‘l'V:) , for .
reasons develcped in Lecture 20 of 3-72. The prepared statesent follous: '

Military reconrnaissance satellites nay be categorised in several 'ways -
by useful life, purpese, sensor, metnod of returning data, etc.” | One

such abbroviated outline is attached. A useful concept of reconnalssance
operations envisions wholesale and cycliciaverage of many millions of

" sguare miles at a relatively poer ground resolution {e.g. 50Y - 1CO7) with

coneurrent selective ard cyclic covarage of gmaller areas at increasingly
good gronnd resolutlon, and siriltanecus and cortinuous surveillance ol
selasted areas on a very freguent basis. This concept psraits a:fnd ig fact
requires t.e Jovelopment and uss of sateilites which repidly collect and
phraically return such larce voivmss of data as would be impossi't!:le to send
back by video iirx. Thias type of satellite could be of relatively snort
1ife, and operate at ralatively low altitudie (e,i;e 150-200 miles). The
surveillarse cateliites could and sheddd allocate and expend their low

, infornation rate video link pet.ential on those rsconnaissance tax:'.gets and

' tasks which require daiiy {or rore frequent) surveillancs. |
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NOTICE: THIS MATERIAL CONTAINS WFORMATION

AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED
STATES WITHIN THZ MEANI;NG OF THE ESPIONAGE
LAWS. TITLE 18 U.S.C. SECTIONS 793 AKD 794, ! 2
THE TRANSMISSION OR REVELATION OF WHICH IN

ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUYHORIZED PERSON IS
PROH{BITED BY Law.
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